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MEMORANDUM TO THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION

Subject: Antlerless Deer License Quotas in the Upper Peninsula
Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No. 6 of 2019

Authority:

The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, authorizes the Director
and the Commission to issue orders to manage wild animals in this state.

Discussion and Background:

Since the harsh winters of 2013 and 2014 which had an impact on the Upper Peninsula (UP) deer
herd, the Department has seen recovery in the deer herd as evidenced by increasing harvest and
hunter success rates. In the southern UP, the Department is observing the highest densities of
deer with the highest harvest levels anywhere on the Peninsula. With the recent detection of
chronic wasting disease (CWD) in Dickinson County, and the recovering deer numbers in that

area, the Department recommends additional opportunities for hunters to manage the local deer
herd.

For the 2019 deer hunting season, the Department recommends a moderate liberalization of
antlerless harvest opportunity as originally recommended by the Department in 2018. This
includes:
e Reopening Deer Management Unit (DMU) 022 to antlerless license issuance.
e Increasing antlerless license quotas, as shown below, for public and private land licenses
in each DMU. _
o Increasing antlerless licenses available in DMU 022 to 200 public land and 500
private land for a total of 700.
o Increasing antlerless licenses available in DMU 055 to 1,000 public land and 7,000
private land for a total of 8,000.
o Increasing antlerless licenses availab le in DMU 121 to 400 public land and 800
private land for a total of 1,200.
o Increasing antlerless licenses available in DMU 122 to 200 public land and 1,000
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o Increasing antlerless licenses available in DMU 155 to 300 public land and 1,800
private land for a total of 2,100.
o Increasing antlerless licenses available in DMU 255 to 500 public land and 1,000
private land for a total of 1,500.
UP Antlerless Deer License Quota Recommendations
2018 2019
DMU Public Private Total Public Private Total
022 0 0 0 200 500 700
055 850 6,500 7,350 1,000 7,000 8,000
121 300 600 900 400 800 1,200
122 100 850 950 200 1,000 1,200
155 250 1,650 1,900 300 1,800 2,100
253 375 750 1,125 500 1,000 1,500
Totals 1,875 10,350 12,225 2,600 12,100 14,700

Issues Pros and Cons

In October 2018, a 4-year old doe harvested on a deer damage shooting permit in Waucedah
Township, Dickinson County tested positive for CWD. The Department took immediate action
and increased testing and active surveillance to better understand where the disease exists. The
Department set up a surveillance area, centered on Waucedah Township, and set a goal to test a
minimum of 600 deer to better determine the extent of possibly infected deer. In 2018, the
Department tested 1,745 deer from the surveillance area and to date has not found any additional
positives. The recommendation to increase antlerless license quotas in the select DMUSs in the
UP supports continued aggressive CWD surveillance and deer management.

Biological

Antlerless harvest was highly restricted in the UP during the 2014-16 regulation cycle due to a
3-year span of harsh winters, Only three DMUs were open to antlerless license issuance, and
quotas were conservative. Deer numbers in the UP began to rebound by spring 2017 following
two consecutive mild winters. Antlerless harvest opportunity was expanded to five DMUs, and
antlerless license quotas were increased. With the discovery of CWD in the southern UP, which
appears to be in an early stage based on current surveillance, the Department believes that
management of the deer population is important in slowing the spread of the disease to new
areas.

Social
Commercial forest managers and The Society of American Foresters have requested new or

liberalized tools to address deer browsing impacts to forest regeneration.

The UP CWD Task Force met on March 21, 2019, and drafted recommendations to the
Department and the Natural Resources Commission, suggesting measures taken in the UP should
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